
Dear Colleague, 
 

As the physician community knows well, the American Board of Medical Specialties (ABMS) 

program on Maintenance of Certification (MOC) is onerous. It imposes unjustifiable financial 

costs on physicians, distracts from treating patients, and is not tied to better patient outcomes 

(seehttps://nbpas.org/moc-journal-club/).  On September 10th, the U.S. Department of Justice 

(DOJ) in an opinion letter regarding a Maryland bill to promote competition in certification (see 

link below), explained that MOC may also harm competition, “increasing the cost of healthcare 

services to customers” and in particular by “imposing overly burdensome conditions on 

physicians who wish to maintain their certification.” The government expressed concerns about 

dominant entities like ABMS that are comprised of “active market participants” because they may 

have incentives to stifle competition. 
  
On September 18th, ABMS responded on their website (see link below). The ABMS response 

said nothing about the Justice Department’s concerns that MOC may harm competition. It made 

no reference to the government’s suggestion that ABMS implement internal procedures to 

ensure its decisions reflect the public interest.  As the Justice Department recognized, 

competitors like the National Board of Physicians and Surgeons (NBPAS) can provide physicians 

with much-needed alternatives to MOC and encourage certification agencies to offer the best 

possible programs. ABMS’s statement that it "supports and encourages a competitive 

marketplace for specialty certification” is little more than lip service.  In its next breath, ABMS 

rejects a meaningful role for other certifying entities, suggesting its competitors lack rigor and will 

confuse patients.  ABMS asserts that, “when compared to any other specialty certification 

programs, ABMS Boards can clearly demonstrate the superiority of their certification programs in 

giving useful information to hospitals, payers, and patients” and yet ABMS is unwilling to take 

steps internally or support legislation that will facilitate that very comparison.  ABMS can only 

point to illusory fears of harm to patients, while ignoring the very real harm to patients and 

physicians that an uncontested MOC has wrought and continues to wreak upon the medical 

community. 
  
Contrary to ABMS suggestions, NBPAS offers a rigorous certifying credential. In some ways, its 

certification is more demanding than that of the ABMS. For example, NBPAS requires good 

standing with respect to hospital admission privileges, which is absent from most ABMS member 

board requirements. Indeed, initial ABMS board certification is a requisite of the NBPAS 

credential. The difference is NBPAS uses continuous certification criteria that reflect what doctors 

need to practice at the highest level. The truth is that ABMS does not want competition in MOC. 

ABMS has used the MOC program to generate windfall revenues, harming doctors and patients 

alike. 
  
NBPAS will continue to promote competition and, in so doing, a more effective and diverse menu 

of physician continuing certification options. As more hospitals and payers recognize the value of 

the NBPAS continuous certification over the MOC credential, such competition will require all 

certifying bodies to offer the best and most effective programs that reflect the needs of the 

medical community. This is the virtue of competition. The Maryland legislation being considered 

is one small but significant step in promoting a better educated and less burdensome certification 

standard. NBPAS thanks the DOJ for recognizing the need for reform. 
  
DOJ opinion letter: https://www.justice.gov/atr/page/file/1092791/download 
  
ABMS response to DOJ opinion letter: https://www.abms.org/news-events/abms-statement-on-

us-doj-response-to-proposed-maryland-legislation/?cat=position-statements 

http://link.quorumoutbox.com/f/a/Ipc302_B8U08gn24M_rE_w~~/AACYXwA~/RgRdl53IP0QjaHR0cHM6Ly9uYnBhcy5vcmcvbW9jLWpvdXJuYWwtY2x1Yi9XA3NwY0IKAAHvGLVbnCVI31IOdXJlYXNlQGFvbC5jb21YBAAAAAA~
http://link.quorumoutbox.com/f/a/X2XLgbS0uekNHz_5M5aoHg~~/AACYXwA~/RgRdl53IP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuanVzdGljZS5nb3YvYXRyL3BhZ2UvZmlsZS8xMDkyNzkxL2Rvd25sb2FkVwNzcGNCCgAB7xi1W5wlSN9SDnVyZWFzZUBhb2wuY29tWAQAAAAA
http://link.quorumoutbox.com/f/a/R63ew8vfZ4PVnVOaM2eO8g~~/AACYXwA~/RgRdl53IP0R8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJtcy5vcmcvbmV3cy1ldmVudHMvYWJtcy1zdGF0ZW1lbnQtb24tdXMtZG9qLXJlc3BvbnNlLXRvLXByb3Bvc2VkLW1hcnlsYW5kLWxlZ2lzbGF0aW9uLz9jYXQ9cG9zaXRpb24tc3RhdGVtZW50c1cDc3BjQgoAAe8YtVucJUjfUg51cmVhc2VAYW9sLmNvbVgEAAAAAA~~
http://link.quorumoutbox.com/f/a/R63ew8vfZ4PVnVOaM2eO8g~~/AACYXwA~/RgRdl53IP0R8aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuYWJtcy5vcmcvbmV3cy1ldmVudHMvYWJtcy1zdGF0ZW1lbnQtb24tdXMtZG9qLXJlc3BvbnNlLXRvLXByb3Bvc2VkLW1hcnlsYW5kLWxlZ2lzbGF0aW9uLz9jYXQ9cG9zaXRpb24tc3RhdGVtZW50c1cDc3BjQgoAAe8YtVucJUjfUg51cmVhc2VAYW9sLmNvbVgEAAAAAA~~


  
To join NBPAS, go to NBPAS.org 
  
Sincerely, 
NBPAS Board Members 
 

Paul Teirstein, M.D., President NBPAS, Chief of Cardiology, Scripps Clinic 

John Anderson, M.D., Past President, Medicine and Science, American Diabetes Association, 

Frist Clinic, Nashville, TN 

David F. Dies, M.D., MBA, Medical Director of Liver Transplantation, John C. McDonald Regional 

Transplant Center 

David John Driscoll, M.D., Professor of Pediatrics, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine 

Daniel Einhorn, M.D., Immediate-Past President, American College of Endocrinology; Past 

President, American Association of Clinical Endocrinologists 

Bernard Gersh, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Mayo Clinic College of Medicine 

C. Michael Gibson, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Michael R. Jaff, D.O., Massachusetts General Hospital, Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical 

School 

Paul G. Mathew, M.D., FAAN, FAHS, Assistant Professor of Neurology, Harvard Medical School 

Jordan Metcalf, M.D., Professor and Research Director, Pulmonary. & Crit. Care, Oklahoma 

University Health Sciences Center 

Jeffrey W Moses M.D., Professor of Medicine at Columbia University Medical Center, NY, NY 

Jeffrey Popma, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Harvard Medical School 

Harry E. Sarles Jr., M.D., FACG, Immediate Past President for the American College of 

Gastroenterology 

Hal Scherz, M.D., Chief of Urology- Scottish Rite Children’s Hospital, Assoc Clinical Professor of 

Urology Emory University 

Karen S. Sibert, M.D., Associate Clinical Professor: UCLA Health; President-Elect: California 

Society of Anesthesiologists 

Gregg W. Stone, M.D., Professor of Medicine, Columbia University College of Physicians and 

Surgeons 

Eric Topol, M.D., Chief Academic Officer, Scripps Health; Director & Founder, Scripps 

Translational Science Institute, Executive VP, Scripps Research 

Bonnie Weiner, M.D., Professor of Medicine, University of Massachusetts Medical School 

Mathew Williams, M.D., Chief, Division of Adult Cardiac Surgery, New York University Medical 

Center 
 

http://link.quorumoutbox.com/f/a/Z8EHy6hMdkmZuJKFzev-Ig~~/AACYXwA~/RgRdl53IP0QUaHR0cDovL3d3dy5uYnBhcy5vcmdXA3NwY0IKAAHvGLVbnCVI31IOdXJlYXNlQGFvbC5jb21YBAAAAAA~

